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First record of Dwarf M oray, Gymnothorax melatremus (M uraenidae:
Anguilliformes) from Shikoku
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Abstract The genu&ymnothorax Bloch, 1795, a highly speciose group belongininéofamily
Muraenidae. A single specimen (175.9 mm TL) of Ciwdpbray Gymnothorax melatremus
Schultz, 1953 was current collected from off Okstoma Island, Sukumo, Kochi, southwestern
Shikoku. This species can be distinguished fromadtgyeners by having jaws not ached, closing
completely, body uniformly bright yellow, dark bravblotch on upper and lower pupil, and a
black blotch on gill opening. This species has mesly recorded from Hachijo-jima Island,
Ogasawara Islands, Kushimoto at Wakayama, and the&kyR Archipelago. The present
specimen represents the first record of the spéwes Shikoku.
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Figure 1. Fresh specimen of Gymnothorax melatremus (KBF-1 1259, 175.9 mm TL) collected
from off Okino-shima Island, Kochi, Japan.

Figure 2. Head of Gymnothorax melatremus (KBF-1 1259, 175.9 mm TL) collected from off
Okino-shima Island, Kochi, Japan.
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