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New record of rare pufferfish Arothron reticularis (Teleostei:

Tetraodontiformes: Tetraodontidae) from Shikoku
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Abstract Twelve species of the genus Arothron (Tetraodontidae) have been recorded from
Japanese waters. A single large adult specimen of a rare pufferfish, Arothron reticularis (Bloch &
Schneider, 1801), was currently collected from off Komame, Otsuki, Kochi, southwestern
Shikoku. This species can be distinguished from its congeners by the characteristic coloration.
This species has previously recorded from Boso Peninsula, and Okinawa-jima and Iriomote-jima
islands, but not from Shikoku. The present specimen represents the first record of the species
from this area.
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Figure 1. Fresh specimen of Arothron reticularis collected from off Otsuki, Kochi, Japan. KBF-I 304,
359.7 mm SL. Top: lateral view; middle: dorsal view; bottom: ventral view.
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